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Europe

European Vacation Apartment Rental Style

By Joe Volz

You say you’d love a trip to Europe, but with Euro currency giving the dollar a run for its money when it comes to the costs of hotels, restaurants and even tipping, it seems beyond reach? Well, try another approach. 

Rent an apartment and live like the locals do--there are thousands available from Paris to Prague. Shop for indigenous foods in the neighborhood markets and eat simply, but well in your rental; use the buses and subway systems; walk--have a ball!

Oh, sure, you could spend a bundle on really fancy digs; but you don’t need to. There are comfortable, modern studios and one-bedroom flats all over Europe for the price of a modest hotel room in the same neighborhood, and sometimes for considerably less. 

A Bit of Background

Renting apartments to foreigners is a big part of the tourism business in Europe, with flats to accommodate every budget, and sophisticated Internet sites offering detailed photos of each flat. 

Some agencies offer one-stop shopping for flats in places as diverse as Barcelona and Warsaw, or Paris with lower rates in outlying areas. However, agencies specializing in one location may offer more personalized service--the sort of pampering you might associate with a luxury hotel. 

In Paris, for example, Cooper Paris Flats promises well-equipped kitchens and bathrooms--with small washer/dryers, high-speed Internet connections, cable TV, free local phone service, and bed linens. 

Or, check out a really vast apartment stock at Paris Attitude, an agency that lets you search by length of stay (including long term stays of over 40 days), neighborhood and type of flat, from studio to four bedrooms. 

But What's It Like? 

One friend of ours, David Nagy, set off for a one-week stay in Paris. Here’s his report: 

I arrived early one morning to at the tiny Tuileries-area office of Cooper Paris Flats, run by a young American entrepreneur, Glenn Cooper. Staffer Carrie Tyndal (another American) awaited with the keys to a studio apartment on Rue Chanoinesse on the Ile de la Cite. 

There was little mystery about my arrival because, like many good European rental agencies, Cooper invites questions in advance by phone or e-mail: Questions such as "How do I find your office, how’s the weather, what should I pack, will I need to know much French, where’s the grocery store?" are patiently and thoroughly answered to ease any unknowns about the trip. 
Plus, with many online agencies, there are descriptive details and photos on the Web site--right down to what you’ll see out your window. This one had a dramatic partial view of Notre Dame one block off. 

Tyndal led us to our new digs. Home was one floor above a stone-cobbled interior courtyard: an ample room with a queen-size bed, plenty of closet space, small but modern kitchen and bath, TV, phone and the lovely luxury of that little washer/dryer. 

Our days started with a stroll across a Seine bridge to a bakery for fresh-baked breakfast croissants, plus a sub-length "baguette" sandwich for lunch. The cost for two: about 5 Euros. 
The rest of the day? Tough decisions. Walk to the Left Bank or grab a subway to the Rodin Museum, Champs-Elysees or Montmartre. 

At night? How about dinner at a little place in the Latin Quarter or a concert at the church of St. Germain des Pres? Ooh la la!
One Last Thing

Don’t let language barriers stop you from your adventure. These days, English is widely spoken throughout Western Europe. You can also enrich your experience by learning just a few phrases from Berlitz-type books or tapes, or by taking a “For Travelers” language course once you know your destination. 

Online Resources 

Rentals in Paris  (www.rentals-paris.com) 

_1225641884.unknown

